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2005 LTER Mini-Symposium a Big Success

hington’s scientific community
; —x / was all ears recently as the na-
tional Long Term Ecological

Research (LTER) network held its 5th An-
nual LTER Mini-symposium at the Na-
tional Science Foundation (NSF) in Arling-
ton, VA, on March 3, 2005. The purpose
of the annual mini-symposium is to show-
case to Washington the relevance and
broader impacts of the scientific research
undertaken by the LTER network.

The symposium has earned a reputation
in D.C. as a “must attend” event for people
from federal agencies, non-governmental
organizations, professional societies, pri-
vate organizations, and others who are in-
terested in learning what LTER scientists

Each year the LTER coordinating com-
mittee announces the following yeat’s
theme in the fall and solicits nominations
for topics and speakers from within the
Network. This year’s theme was “Long-Term
Marine Research and the Grand Challenges in
Ecalggy”” This theme provided opportuni-
des for scientists and educators from the
LTER’s two newest sites, California Cur-
rent Ecosystem (CCE) and Moorea Coral
Reef (MCR) in French Polynesia, as well
as scientists from other marine sites, to
present their work to a diverse public au-
dience of scientists, policy makers, educa-
tors, members of the media, and the gen-
eral public (see Table 1, p. 2).

The event was hosted by NSF’s Division

vision of Ocean Sciences (OCE) and at-
tracted over 120 people from across the
nation’s capital and beyond. Participants
included representatives from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), Eavironmental Protection
Agency (EPA), National Academies of
Science (NAS), Smithsonian Environmen-
tal Research Center (SERC), Capitol Hill
(Knauss Fellows), American Institute of
Biological Sciences (AIBS), Ecological So-
ciety of America (ESA), US. Global
Change Research Program (USGCRP),
Joint Oceanographic Institutions Ocean-
Research Interactive Observatory Net-
works (JOI-ORION), American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science

and educators are doing and planning. of Environmental Biology (DEB) and Di-
LITR
Table 1: List of Mini-Symposium presenters, topics, and brief descriptions of their presentations.
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